



By JOHN PARSONS - 


BOURNEMOUTH are 
happy with a second 
round FA Cup-tie most 
other clubs would have 
dreaded — a visit to 
Wycombe’s ski ~ slope 
Loakes Park. - 

For their confidence for the 
December 14 game has been 
lifted by inside imformation.. 

Two seasons ago a Bourne- 
mouth side containing nine 
fixst-team players visited the 
amateurs in a friendly. They 
lost 2—l1 ... but signed 
Wycombe’s amateur inier- 
national centre - half John 
Delaney. 

And last night 31-year-old 
Delaney, winner of 20 Eng- 
land amateur caps before 
taking the professional plunge 
at the age of 29, reassured 
his Bournemouth team-mates: 
‘H. you don’t worry about the 
Wycombe slope, it won’t worry 
you.’ 
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-Loakes Park, set on a bill- 
side overlooking the Bucking- 
hamshire town, drops lift. 
from side to. side, and there 
is also an appreciable slope 
from one goal to the other. 

Bournemouth manager Tre- 
vor Hartley said: ‘We know 
we're in for a hard match and 
one of the problems will be 
getting the players in the 
right attitude. so far as that 
pitch is concerned. 

‘That's where John Delaney: 
can help us so much—and 


aiso with his knowledge of 
all the Wycombe players.’ 
Wycombe manager Brian 
Lee described the tie as 
‘almost perfection’. He plans 
to watch ` Bournemouth 
against-Aldershot on Saturday 
and seek a report on their 


-form at Plymouth a week later 


from Keith Blunt, assistant 
manager at Plymouth and a 
former team-mate of Delancey 
at Wycombe. 
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HARTLEY: ‘Hard match.’ 


second round will give Mal- 
colm Aison a return to Piy- 
mouth, where be began his 
career as 2 Football League 
manager, 


The reward for the winners 
of the Leatherhead v. Bishops - 
Stortford replay is a home tie 
with Colchester, 
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